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Working with the Home Office 

Purpose of the report 

 

To update the board on issues within the remit of Lord Taylor, Minister of State at the Home 

Office, who is attending the meeting. These include: 

 

 Progress of the Scrap Metal Dealers Bill 

 Lobbying on the Communications Data Bill 

 Alcohol related issues. 

 

Summary 

 

Lord Taylor’s attendance at the Board meeting is very welcome as this provides an 

opportunity for Members to discuss issues of mutual interest and concern to both the Home 

Office and local government and to identify opportunities for future work together.  A 

biography for Lord Taylor is included as Appendix A. 

 

Members may wish to: 

  

 Thank Lord Taylor for his support in progressing the Scrap Metal Dealers Bill 
successfully through Parliament; 
 

 Make the case again to Lord Taylor for councils and fire authorities to be named 
within the Communications Data Bill so they can continue to access communications 
data; and  
 

 Discuss issues around alcohol licensing raised at the LGA’s Licensing Conference in 
early February, including our support for a health related objective and progress on 
locally set licence fees.  

 

Recommendation 

 

To discuss issues of interest to both local government and the Home Office. 

 

Action 

 

Officers to take action as directed. 

 
Contact officer:   Ian Leete 

Position: Adviser 

Phone no: 0207 664 3143 

E-mail: Ian.leete@local.gov.uk  

 

mailto:Ian.leete@local.gov.uk
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Scrap Metal Dealers Act 

 
1. At the Board meeting in January members received an update on the progress of 

Richard Ottaway’s Scrap Metal Dealers Bill. Members agreed at the meeting that the 
LGA’s priority was to see the bill become legislation and agreed that the tabling of 
amendments by the LGA would only jeopardise its chances of reaching Royal Assent. 
The LGA therefore only issued a supportive briefing ahead of the committee stage 
consideration of the bill in the House of Lords on 18 January.  

 
2. The only amendments at the committee stage in the Lords were government ones that 

would have introduced an expiry clause bringing the legislation to an end after five 
years. These however were defeated by opposition peers in the Lords. The bill was 
therefore not amended in the House of Lords and there was no need for it to return to 
the Commons. The bill has now completed its passage through parliament and awaits 
Royal Assent, which is anticipated once parliament returns after the February recess. 
This represents a considerable success for the Board’s work in support of the bill and 
lobbying to ensure that the existing registration scheme for scrap metal dealers was 
replaced with a more robust licensing regime.    

 
3. The Home Office is already looking towards implementation of the legislation. This is 

currently scheduled to be in the autumn, and LGA officers have been in discussion with 
Home Office civil servants on how councils can be supported to implement the new 
licensing regime for scrap metal dealers.  

 
Communications Data Bill 
 
4. After the Home Office published the draft Communications Data Bill in June 2012, the 

LGA submitted written and verbal evidence to the Joint Committee and the Intelligence 
and Security Committee, along with a business case and ministerial correspondence to 
the Home Office to support our case that councils should retain access to 
communications data powers. The LGA also responded to a further specific request for 
evidence on behalf of councils from the Home Office in January 2013. 

 
5. The draft bill is currently being revised following the recommendations of the Joint 

Committee, however, no date has been set for further Parliamentary discussion or 
scrutiny. 

 
6. Home Office Ministers have still not officially confirmed their decision on the inclusion of 

councils on the face of the bill, although we believe Fire and Rescue Authorities will now 
be named.  

 
7. The investigations of the Joint Committee revealed that local authorities accounted for 

9% of the reportable errors. This is 20 times the average of other public bodies and the 
evidence they received suggests that errors by local authorities cause public concern out 
of all proportion to the numbers involved. The number of errors committed by councils is 
clearly an area of concern for ministers. 
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LGA position 
 
8. The public are understandably concerned about the use of surveillance powers and the 

impact this can have on their lives. However, we do believe that councils have effective 
scrutiny in place to reassure their communities, which is also reinforced by the 
independent scrutiny of a magistrate for each communications data request. No other 
public body provides this independent scrutiny and since the introduction of 
magistrates’ approval for communication data, 99% of requests for communications 
data processed through National Anti-Fraud Network (NAFN) have been approved by 
magistrates.  

 
9. Councils use communications data to protect residents and businesses from those that 

are deliberately and purposefully trying to cause harm and defraud taxpayers, including 
such areas as benefits and council tax fraud, consumer fraud, metal theft, rogue 
traders, loan sharks, doorstep crime, serious environmental crime, commercial 
flytippers, and counterfeit goods. These criminal offences are the enforcement 
responsibility of councils. 

 
10. Council Trading Standards officers enforce much of the consumer protection 

legislation, which can save consumers up to £40 million a year. In 2010, council 
officers tackling illegal moneylending alone helped 11,500 people write off more than 
£31 million of illegal debt and pursued a further £10 million of criminal assets through 
the courts.  

 
11. We are not requesting additional, expanded access to the new communications data 

content, but we are keen that local authorities are able to continue to use their existing 
powers which are essential to the work carried out by councils. 

 
12. The LGA recognises the need to reduce the level of errors made by councils when 

applying for communications data. We would be interested to know about the precise 
nature of these errors so that we can provide some targeted improvement work on this 
issue. However, we recognise the value that NAFN has delivered by providing central 
expertise that is now used by almost 90% of councils. This approach helps those using 
powers infrequently to eradicate unintentional errors. The LGA would support the 
introduction of a legal requirement for councils to use a suitably accredited service to 
provide this level of expertise and support for communications data requests. 

 
13. The Home Office have asked why councils could not access communications data 

through another public body, most likely the police. However, councils access data for 
a number of reasons that do not correlate well with the core priorities of the police. It is 
important to recognise that police forces are also under financial pressure and we 
would question whether they have the existing capacity or expertise to tackle complex 
issues such as benefit fraud.   
 

14. To provide further reassurance and transparency to the public, the LGA continues to 
encourage councils to follow the lead of areas such as Sheffield and Brighton in 
publishing their use of these powers and the positive outcome that is achieved for the 
community. 
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Alcohol licensing 
 
15. We welcome the Government’s recognition for the importance of local decision making 

in the recent alcohol strategy and we support a number of the proposals that have 
recently been consulted on as part of the strategy, including the introduction of a health 
related objective under the Licensing Act and exploration of the concept of removing 
certain low-risk premises from the licensing system altogether.  

 
16. The LGA held its annual Licensing Conference on 5 February and almost 100 

practitioners and councillors attended.  It is clear that local politicians share this 
Government’s commitment to managing the impact of irresponsible drinking on both 
our streets and councils are already beginning to consider how Early Morning 
Restriction Orders (EMROs) and the Late Night Levy can assist with this. The LGA is 
holding a workshop on 6 March to support councils that are considering how these new 
tools can be used. 

 
17. However, councils continue to face significant funding pressures as a result of the 

increasing discrepancy between the costs of operating the licensing regime and the 
amount that councils can charge premises under the nationally-set fee scheme. While 
the Government made the commitment to allowing councils to set fees locally, and 
there is a power in the Police and Social Responsibility Act to reflect this, locally set 
fees have still not been introduced.  

 
18. The original commitment was to introduce locally-set fees in April 2012, but this was 

subsequently delayed until October 2012 and they have still not been introduced. We 
need the Home Office to act more speedily on this issue if councils are to provide 
businesses with the information they need to set their budgets for the next financial 
year. Councils will also wish to factor in fee income to future business plans. 
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            Appendix A  
 
Biography 
 

Lord Taylor entered the House of Lords in 2006, having been  
made a life peer as Baron Taylor of Holbeach, of South  
Holland in the County of Lincolnshire. 
 
Between 2006 and 2010, he held several Opposition  
spokesperson positions. Between the 2010 election and  
his appointment to Defra in 2011, he was Government  
spokesperson for the Cabinet Office, Energy and Climate  
Change, and Work and Pensions. 
 
He was created a Commander of the Order of the British Empire in 1992 for political service 
and served as Chairman of the National Conservative Convention and Deputy Party 
Chairman from 2000 to 2003. 
 
Lord Taylor has established semi-regular ‘breakfast’ meetings with Councillor Joanna Spicer 
to discuss at a political level the latest issues of relevance to local authorities. Lord Taylor 
has been given responsibility for leading on all Home Office business in the House of Lords, 
but he is also specifically responsible for local government and communities, powers of 
entry, and CCTV - all of which the LGA has an interest in. 

 
 

 
 
 
 


